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that he has been able to bridge the gulf between the almighty
powers of God and the distribution of fruits of karma according to
individual deeds, thus justifying the accepted theory of karma and
reconciling it with the supreme powers of the Lord. He does not
seem to realise that this is no solution, as at the time of original
association the individuals were associated with various kinds of
karma, and were thus placed in a state of inequality.

Sripatfs position is pantheistic and idealistically realistic. That
being so, the status of dream experiences cannot be mere illusion.
Sankara had argued that the experiences of life are as illusory as
the experiences of dreams. In reply to this Sripati tries to stress
the view that the dream-experiences also are not illusory but real.
It is true, indeed, that they cannot be originated by an individual
by his personal effort of will. But all the same, Sripati thinks that
they are created by God, and this is further substantiated by the
fact that the dreams are not wholly unrelated to actual objects of
life, for we know that they often indicate various types of lucky
and unlucky things in actual life. This shows that the dreams are
somehow interconnected with the actual life of our waking
experiences. Further, this fact demolishes the argument of
Sankara that the experiences of waking life are as illusory as the
experiences of dreams.

In speaking of dreamless sleep, Sripati says that in that state
our mind enters into the network of nerves inside the heart,
particularly staying in the purltat, being covered by the quality of
tamos, and this state is produced also by the will of God, so that
when the individual returns to waking life by the will of God, this
tamos quality is removed. This explains the state of susupti, which
is distinguished from the stage of final liberation, when an Indivi-
dual becomes attuned to God and becomes free of all associations
with the threefold gunas of Prakrti. He then finally enters into the
transcendent reality of Siva and does not return to any waking
consciousness. So it must be noted that, according to Sripati, both
the dream state and the dreamless state are produced by God.
SripafFs description ofsusupti is thus entirely different from that of
Sankara, according to whom the soul is in Brahma-consciousness
at the time of dreamless sleep.

Sripati supports his thesis that in dreamless sleep we, with all
our mental functions, pass into the network of nerves in the heart,